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HOW TO USE THIS MANUAL  

 
This manual is intended to help you become proficient at using iJoomla SEO . It has been 
organized for both easy reading and to serve as a reference guide.  
 
All steps begin by selecting iJoomla SEO  from your Component menu list. We will then refer to 
the left menu navigation as “iJoomla SEO .” We use the standard command -> to symbolize 
moving to the next level on a menu.  
 
To use iJoomla SEO , you will need at least basic Joomla Knowledge and experience.  
Actions will be colored in Green and have a different font. Like this.  
 

WHAT IS IJOOMLA SEO ?  

 
iJoomla SEO is a component for Joomla that allows online publisher to perform SEO (Search 
Engine Optimization) faster and easier. 
 

REQUIREMENTS  

 
iJoomla SEO is not a stand-alone software; it requires the Joomla! Content Management 
System. The component is compatible with Joomla 1.5.x 
 
In order to use iJoomla SEO then, you will need to meet the following requirements:  
 

• Joomla must be installed ;  

KNOWLEDGE  

 
You will also need a certain amount of knowledge to use iJoomla SEO , including:  
 

• Basic SEO knowledge 
o What are metatags 
o What are keywords 
o What is keywords saturation 

 
We recommend that you buy/download a good SEO eBook and educate yourself in the basics 
of SEO. 

GETTING STARTED  

FIRST TIME INSTALLATION  
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To install iJoomla SEO for the first time, unzip the zip file called UNZIP-FIRST-iJoomlaSEO.zip and 
save the content on a folder of your choice on your computer.  
 
The zip file contains 2 files:  
 

• com_ijoomla_seo_1.1.4.zip  
• iJoomlaSEOManual.pdf 

 
NOTE: Unless you plan to install iJoomla SEO manually, you won’t need to unzip these zip files. 
Just follow the instructions below.  
 

INSTALLING IJOOMLA SEO  

 
On your admin interface, select  extensions-> Install/uninstall  from the menu.  
Find and upload the zip file marked com_ijoomla_seo_1.x.x.zip.  
 

  
 

INSTALLATION PROBLEMS  
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Most installation problems occur because the installer does not have all the necessary 
permissions.  
 
If you do not have the permissions, please contact your hosting service and ask them to help 
you or submit a support ticket here.  
 

MANUAL INSTALLATION  

 
If, for any reason, you cannot use the installer and you need to install the iJoomla SEO  
component manually.  
 

• Unzip the component and modules and save them on your computer.  
• Upload all files to a server directory of your choice.  
• Select extension->install/uninstall  from the menu and choose Install from the directory 

option.  
• Enter the full path of the place the IJoomla SEO  component was installed.  

 

UNINSTALLING  

 
To uninstall iJoomla SEO , you will simply need to uninstall the component. 
 

UNINSTALLING THE COMPONENT 

 

https://www.ijoomla.com/
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• Select Extension -> Install/Uninstall 
• Click the components link 
• Select the radio button next to “iJoomla SEO” 
• Click uninstall on top 

 

UPGRADING  

 
View Video Tutorial 

 

When upgrading to a new version of iJoomla, none of your information will be lost except for 
the settings. These will need to be entered again.  To upgrade, simply install the new version 
ON TOP of the currently installed  one. There is no need to uninstall 
 

HOW TO USE IJOOMLA SEO  

ACCESSING IJOOMLA SEO  

 
To access the iJoomla SEO on the admin interface, click Component on the top menu and select 
iJoomla SEO . (It’s marked by an S icon: )  
 

http://www.ijoomla.com/ijoomla-seo/ijoomla-seo-video-tutorials/how-to-upgrade-ijoomla-seo-/
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NAVIGATION  

 
Unlike most components, iJoomla SEO uses a left navigation menu and a 
control panel, not a top navigation. You can easily navigate with either 
the control panel or the left menu.  
 

CONTROL PANEL  

 
On accessing iJoomla SEO on your admin interface, you will see a control 
panel with large icon. Most of the component features can be reached 
through this menu. Whenever you’d like to reach this control panel, 
select iJoomla SEO from the component menu or if you’re already inside 
iJoomla SEO, click on the top left menu link iJoomla SEO .  
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LEFT MENU  

 
On accessing the iJoomla SEO interface for the first time, the left menu will be closed and you 
will see only the top level items. Click on each link to see the sub-menu items or to reach the 
area of your choice. Click Close All to close all the menu items. Click Open All to open all the 
menu items and their sub-items.  
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SAVING  

 
Be sure to save every page you’ve changed in order to record the changes, as you should 
whenever you use Joomla.  

SETTINGS  

REPLACEMENT 

View Video  Tutorial

Joomla uses some unique classes for page titles and other page features. iJoomla SEO lets you 

change those classes for standard HTML headings. 

For example, add an H1 tag to the "contentheading"   at the top of each of your articles, and 

the content of that tag will look more important to Google's crawlers.  

You can choose up to five such Replacements/Additions, but we recommend beginning with 

the two default options (contentheading, componentheading). They're at the top of the page 

and should have H1 headings.  

 

KEYWORDS  

 
View Video  Tutorial

 
Search engines look at several elements of a page to determine which words are the most 
important. Those elements include bold and italic words. 
 

http://www.ijoomla.com/ijoomla-seo/ijoomla-seo-video-tutorials/how-to-replace-joomla-classes-with-h1,-h2-tags-using-ijoomla-seo--/
http://www.ijoomla.com/ijoomla-seo/ijoomla-seo-video-tutorials/how-to-use-the-wrap-feature-of-ijoomla-seo/
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Bolding, after all, may make clear the most important words or phrases in an article, while 
italicizing is also used to mark titles. 
 
To take advantage of this technique, iJoomla SEO allows you to "wrap" the keywords of your 
articles automatically with any of the following tags: 
 
<b> 
<strong> 
<u> 
 
iJoomla SEO, also lets you keep track of your keywording with a Keyword Counter. 
 
SEO experts agree that keywords should be around 60-70 characters and consist of around six 
or seven keywords or phrases. 
 
As you complete the keywords on the Metatag Manager, a counter next to each keyword box 
will tell you how many more characters or words are left before you pass the recommended 
amount. You can change this setting if you wish. 
 

 

 

DESCRIPTIONS 

 
View Video  Tutorial

 
The Descriptions setting contains a number of options: 
 

 Get Description From – Choose to generate your description metatags automatically 
from your article content. Use the intro text (everything before the “Read more” break 
line) or the “full text” (anything after the “read more” break line). If you choose “intro 
text” and there is no break line, iJoomla SEO will use the full text content to generate 
the descriptions. 

http://www.ijoomla.com/ijoomla-seo/ijoomla-seo-video-tutorials/how-to-use-the-description-feature-of-ijoomla-seo/
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 Description Length – Set the number of characters or words that will be extracted from 
your article to generate the description metatag. Experts recommend no more than 200 
characters. 

 

 Omit these keywords/tags – Plugin tags have no value for SEO so you can choose to 
omit them from the description metatag generated from your article. 

 

IMAGES 

View Video  Tutorial

The Images setting lets you assign a keyword or phrase to the all images on your site or just to 

those that are missing an alt attribute. 

This is a very fast way to make sure that all of your images have alt tags, and are compliant and 

optimized for search engines. 

You can choose up to how many of the keywords to use, whether to use a phrase or a keyword 

and whether to apply this keyword/phrase only if the image is missing an alt tag, or all the time. 

 

http://www.ijoomla.com/ijoomla-seo/ijoomla-seo-video-tutorials/how-to-use-the-images-feature-of-ijoomla-seo/
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KEYWORDS 

View Video Tutorial 

 Position check method -  If automatic, iJoomla SEO will ping Google for the positions of 

your keywords, no less than every 48 hours. If manually, it show the buttons "check 

position" next to each keyword, and Google will not be pinged automatically. 

 Check for Google rank – How often to ping Google when position check method is set to 

“automatically”. 

 Keyword/phrases source – When monitoring keywords on keywords manager, you can 

select the source of the keywors: keywords metatags or title metatags. 

 Check on – select which Google site to check your keyword ranking on. By default it’s 

set to check on Google.com, but you can change it to any other Google site  

 Check for the first x results – this tells iJoomla SEO how many slots on Google to check 

for your keywords/phrases. By default, it will check only the first 10 slots (first page) and 

if it can’t find it there, it will show the position as 0, however you can change it to 20, 30 

etc. 

 

STATS 

The stats area, on top of the control panel, allows you to quickly see how you’re SEO is 

progressing. You can see how many of your keywords went up in rank on Google, how many 

went down and how many stayed the same. Clicking on the amount will show you these 

keywords so that you can continue to optimize them. 

http://www.ijoomla.com/ijoomla-seo/ijoomla-seo-video-tutorials/how-to-use-the-keywords-settings-feature-of-ijoomla-seo-/
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You can also see how many of your keywords you’ve marked as Sticky.  

You can also see how many of your articles (or other items, such as menu items, k2 articles, 

etc.) are missing the different metatags. Click on the amount to complete the metatags.  

 

METATAGS MANAGER 

View Video  Tutorial

The Metatag Manager saves 95 percent of the time you would have spent doing SEO. It 

provides a single page on which you can see a list of all your articles, and edit many of the 

keywords, descriptions and titles at once. 

COLUMNS 

 Article Title  - Here you can see the title of the article (or any other item such as menu 

item, k2 item, etc.) 

 View  - click view to get a preview of this item. This is helpful if you want to create 

metatags and you need a reminder of the content of this item. 

 Title Metatag   - Enter the title metatag here.  

 Keywords Metatag  - Enter the keywords here, separated by comma 

 Descriptions Metatag – Enter the description metatag here 

BUTTONS 

The buttons on top of the metatags manager allow you to quickly populate the metatags.  

INSTRUCTIONS 

http://www.ijoomla.com/ijoomla-seo/ijoomla-seo-video-tutorials/how-to-use-the-metatags-manager-of-ijoomla-seo/
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 Before you click on any of the buttons, check the boxes next to the items you’d like to 

populate.   

 Use the check box on top of the check box column to check all the check  boxes on the 

page at once 

 Select how many items to work on at the bottom 

 Click the “Apply” button after each change to save the changes. 

THE BUTTONS AND HOW TO USE THEM 

 Keywords metatag to title metatag  - copy the content of the keyword metatag box 

into the title metatag box   

 Title metatag to keywords metatag  - copy the content of the title metatag box to the 

keywords metatag box   

 Article title to keywords metatag – copy the article title to the keywords metatag box   

 Article title to title metatag - copy the article title to the title metatag box  

 Generate Descriptions – copy the first x amount of characters from the item content 

  

 Apply – saved the changes and stay on the page   

 Save – save the changes and go back to iJoomla SEO control panel 
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KEYWORDS MANAGER 

View Video  Tutorial

How do your keywords rank on Google? 

So adding your keywords is now a breeze. But what happens next? How can you tell whether 

those keywords are ranking well on search engines? 

The keywords manager displays a list of all your keywords and their placement on Google! You 

can even see if their positions have risen or fallen since the last time you checked. This not only 

gives you a great insight to how well you’re doing with your keywords, but allows you to quickly 

optimize the tags and content to improve your ranking. 

 Keyword/Phrase -  On this column you can see the keyword/phrase. The keywords are 

taken either from the keywords metatags or from the title metatags, depending on your 

settings (see settings section) 

 Google Rank – here you can see how this keyword/phrase rank on Google. 

 Change – Here you can see if there was a change in the rank of this keyword on Google. 

If it’s up, it will show a green arrow and the # of slots up, if it’s down, you will see a red 

arrow and the # of slots down. 

 Sticky - Some keywords will be more important to you than others. Now you can make 

these keywords “sticky” so that you can find them easily. Just click on the sticky icon to 

make it sticky or to “un-sticky” it.  

 View on Google -  See this keyword on Google and find your page in the search results, 

or learn what other top sites are doing to win their high rankings. 

 Articles – This column shows you how many articles contain this keyword/phrase?  

 

http://www.ijoomla.com/ijoomla-seo/ijoomla-seo-video-tutorials/how-to-use-the-keywords-manager-feature-of-ijoomla-seo/
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FILTERING YOUR KEYWORDS 

iJoomla SEO Keywords Manager allows you to filter the keywords in 

order to find the ones you want to focus on. On top you will see a few 

drop down menus filters 

 The top most drop down allows you to choose which keyword 

you want to work on. By default it will show you keywords inside 

articles, but you can choose keywords of menu items or any of 

the supported extensions: Mosets, Sobi, k2, zoo, virtuemart, 

WordPrss, iJoomla magazine, iJoomla DigiStore, iJoomla News 

Portal 

 Once you make your selection, different drop down menus will appear based on your 

selection, to help you filter further. 

 

PAGES MANAGER 

View Video  Tutorial

http://www.ijoomla.com/ijoomla-seo/ijoomla-seo-video-tutorials/how-to-use-the-pages-manager-feature-of-ijoomla-seo/
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Pages Manager displays a list of all your articles (or pages) and a list of all the keywords 

associated with those pages. You’ll be able to see how many times these keywords and phrases 

occur inside your article. 

Remember, SEO experts agree that it’s not enough to have the keywords on the title metatag; 

the keyword or phrase should also appear four or five times in the content itself. 

To add or remove the keywords from the content, simply click the Edit page. That will open the 

metatags and the article description in a gray box. 

And you’ll even be able to see the number of outgoing links on the page. As you know, too 

many outgoing links makes your site weak! 

COLUMNS 

 Article  - the title of the article  

 Edit Text & Meta Tags  - click this link to edit the content of the article and its metatags, 

add the keyword  you’d like to focus on 4-5 times inside the content  

 Outgoing Links  - shows how many outgoing links you have inside the content. It’s 

recommended to keep that amount at a minimum.  

 Keywords/Phrases  - shows you which keywords/phrases are set on this page’s 

title/keyword metatag (depending on the keywords settings on the config page) 

 #Times on Content – shows you how many times this keyword/phrase appears inside 

the content. If the amount is less than 4, then you should add it up to 4-5 times inside 

the content. Click the edit link to do so easily 
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REDIRECTS MANAGER 

View Video  Tutorial

Redirect is a feature designed to protect your PageRank and improve your knowledge of your 

site. 

It helps you maintain your site's Google ranking by redirecting your outgoing links to other 

locations. As a helpful bonus, it also counts the number of times people click those links.  

And it's incredibly simple to use. Instead of placing a regular link, you just add a redirect link to 

the backend that generates a special URL. The URL looks something like this: 

index.php?option=com_ijoomla_redirect&id=1 

You can also use a mambot tag, like this: 

{ijseo_redirect id=2}   

CREATING A NEW REDIRECT 

To create a new redirect, go to redirects manager and click on the NEW button on top. 

 Name    - the name of your redirect, make it descriptive 

 Category  - choose the category. By default you have one category called “general”. You 

may add more on redirects category manager.  

 Links To – Enter the URL where you want this redirect to go 

 Add nofollow?  - choose if you want to use nofollow, if yes, that means Google will not 

follow this link 

 Target – choose if you want this link to open in a new window or the same window 

 Link Text – if you are using the redirect tag, enter the text you want to show here. You 

can leave it empty if you are not using the tag  

 Image – you can choose to use an image to display the link, choose it here (optional) 

http://www.ijoomla.com/ijoomla-seo/ijoomla-seo-video-tutorials/how-to-create-redirect-links-on-joomla-1.5-using-ijoomla-seo/


19 Internal Links Manager |Copyright of  iJoomla.com 

 

 

COLUMNS 

 Name   - the name of the redirect you’ve entered when creating the redirect 

 URL  - copy this URL to use this redirect. Instead of linking directly to the end URL, it will 

first link to this URL and redirect from it to the end URL 

 Links To  - the URL where this redirect goes  

 Target  - does this URL open in a new window or the same window  

 Hits  - how many times this redirect link was clicked on 

 Last Hit Reset Date  - the last date this redirect link hit count was reset 

 ID  - the redirect tag you can choose to use inside the content. The tag will be replaced 

with the text and the link entered when creating the redirect  

 Category – the redirect category 

 

INTERNAL LINKS MANAGER 

View Video  Tutorial

http://www.ijoomla.com/ijoomla-seo/ijoomla-seo-video-tutorials/how-to-use-the-internal-links-feature-of-ijoomla-seo/
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You know that incoming links to your site are important for search engine optimization.But did 

you know that the internal links inside  your site are also important? Linking a sales page, for 

example, to every mention onyour site of that page’s most important keyword will help to 

associate that keyword with the page, improving your SEO. 

We’ve now made that easier too. With iJoomla SEO, you can now link every keyword on your 

site to any one of the following: 

1. A menu item on your site; 

2. An article on your site; 

3. A URL (including URLs on other sites). 

The possibilities are tremendous. For example, by linking across sites, you could make an 

agreement with a partner so that they link to you every time a keyword is mentioned on their 

site in return for a reciprocal link on a keyword on your site. That’s the kind of cross-promotion 

that’s both sensible and easy to set up. 

You know that incoming links to your site are important for search engine optimization. 

CREATING A NEW AUTOMATIC LINK 

 Go to Internal Links Manager 

 Click New 

 Enter the phrase /keyword you’d like to link 

 Choose the category 

 Choose where to link this keyword/phrase 

o Article – link to any article on your site 

o Menu item – link to any of the menu items on your site 

o External URL – link to any URL, inside or outside your site 

 Open in – select whether to open this link in a new window or the same window 

 Publish – if not published, the keyword/phrase will not link on the front end 



21 Language |Copyright of  iJoomla.com 

 

 

Once the internal link was created, each time this keyword appears on the front end, it will link 

automatically to the article/menu item/URL you’ve specified. 

 

LANGUAGE  

 
The Language tab allows you to change the language of both the back and front end; You can 
download language files translated with Google Translate . Replace the current language here

file with your own or any of our available language files.   
 
Note: Make sure you only modify what’s in the second set of quotes. For example, in the 
following line, you should change only what’s in green, don’t touch anything else. 
 
define("_READMORE","Read more >>"); 
 

https://www.ijoomla.com/support/index.php?_m=downloads&_a=view&parentcategoryid=18&pcid=5&nav=0,5
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